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Dozens of U.S. companies and individu- 
als with interests before the new Republi- 
can-controlled Congress gave more than 
$7.2 million in “soft money” to the GOP’s 
national committee during the first two 
months of the year, according to a study is- 
sued yesterday by Common Cause. 

The donors, led by those in the energy 
and financial services industries, gave to 
the Republican National Committee (RNC) 
at a rate of $123,121 per day in January 
and February, a dramatic surge for a non 
election year, Common Cause said. 

Ann McBride, president of the public in- 
terest lobby group, said the soft money — 
legal contributions not restricted by feder- 
al limits — has a “pernicious” effect on U.S. 
politics and an undue influence on legisla- 
tion pending in the House and Senate. 

“They’re infecting the political system, 
influencing legislation and really undermin- 
ing our system of government,” McBride 
said. “The soft money system is a rotten 
system no matter who the money goes to, 
but what we see is now that the Republi- 
cans are in control, there’s a huge flood in- 
to the coffers of the Republicans.” 

Federal law bars corporations and labor 
unions from donating directly to federal 
candidates, but they may give soft money 
to national political committees, which typ- 
ically put it into a separate bank account 
and send it to state parties for organizing 
and get-out-the-vote efforts. 

The RNC files soft money reports with 
the Federal Election Commission every 
month; the Democratic National Commit- 
tee exercises its option to file six-month re- 
ports, the next one due this summer. 

Common Cause said Philip Morris Cos., 
the Richmond-based cigarette giant, led 
the list of contributors at $280,000, fol- 
lowed by the insurer Reliance Group Hold- 
ings and the U.S. Asia Commercial Devel- 
opment Corp. at $150,000 each. Energy 
interests gave $634,000, while the finan- 
cial industry contributed $569,000, Com- 
mon Cause said. 

The group said the leading first-time giv- 
er to the RNC was the Chicago-based textile 
company Fruit of the Loom, which has been 
eager to relax export quotas and tariffs on 
countries in the Caribbean Basin, where the 
company has some commercial ventures. 

_ A measure to ease quotas, giving the ba- 
sin countries protections similar to Mexi- 
co’s in the North American Free Trade 
Agreement (NAFTA), was filed in late Jan- 
uary by Rep. Philip M. Crane, a Republican 
from suburban Chicago who chairs the 
Ways and Means trade subcommittee. 

An aide said Crane had briefly discussed 
the basin initiative in December with Ron 
Sorini, a senior vice president for interna- 


tional development and government affairs, 
at Fruit of the Loom. The aide noted that' 
Crane “supported this issue before NAFTA 
was passed.” 

On Feb. 7, three days before hearings' 
were held on the Crane bill, Fruit of the,' 
Loom gave $100,000 to the RNC, Com-fi 
mon Cause said. The subcommittee ap- 
proved the measure last month and the full- 
committee may consider it this spring. l! 

Kathy Fauster, a Fruit of the Loom- 
spokeswoman, said the gift coincided not; 
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with the hearings, but with an $11 million:; 
Republican gala fund-raiser in Washington 
on Feb. 9. “There was no connection to the:- 
hearing,” she said. 

Sorini, a senior textile negotiator in the 
Bush administration, said it was “silly”: for;; 
Common Cause to draw a connection be-' 
tween the legislation and the gift to the ■ 
RNC. The same bill had been introduced ■; 
the year before by Democrats and this 
year is supported more strongly by textile 
companies other than Fruit of the Loom, ; 
Sorini said. 

Mary Crawford, an RNC spokeswoman, 
said the Common Cause study was “more ' 
notable for what it fails to report. RNC 
fund-raising has increased across the:: 
board. . . . More than 260,000 contribu- ■ 
tions were made to the RNC in January 
and February in amounts of less than $100, ■ 
including gifts from 85,000 people who, 
have never given before.” ; 

In an unrelated development, the non- ; 
partisan Center for Responsive Politics is- - 
sued an analysis yesterday of giving by i! 
drug companies and medical device manu- 1 
facturers, many of which are interested in ,‘j 
revamping the approval procedures of the 
Food and Drug Administration. :i 

The center said the companies’ political !> 
action committees had given $7.2 million 
to current members of Congress since ! - 
1989. Of that amount, $550,000 went to ■ 
current members of the Senate Labor and ;• 
Human Resources Committee, which is 
holding hearings this week on the FDA, ■ 
the center said. 



ing the first Iu'd months of the new Congress fan l 
through Feb. 28. 
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